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SUPER: "Victory was never in doubt. Its cost was.... What
was 1n doubt, in all our minds, was whether there would be
any of us left to dedicate our cemetery at the end, or
whether the last Marine would die knocking out the last
Japanese gun and gunner...."

Major General B. Erskine - At the dedication of the Third
Marine Division Cemetery at Iwo Jima, March 14, 1945

AS THE CREDITS ROLL:

MONTAGE OF SHOTS: Stock footage of World War II from the war
in the Pacific.

DISSOLVE OUT:

FADE IN:

INT. MEDICAL TENT - WORLD WAR II - DAY 1

WE ARE CLOSE on a couple of American Marines, SERGEANT
LAMBERT, 30's, seasoned war veteran, totally worn from the
war and PRIVATE ASHE, 20's, your averadge Marine, frantically
standing over a wounded CAPTAIN on an operating table. He's
seriously wounded, the scldiers struggling to keep him alive.

SERGEANT LAMBERT
(TOTALLY FRANTIC)
We’'re losin’ Him!! Captain, stay
with usll!!

PRIVATE ASHE
We have to stop the bleeding!

CAPTAIN FISHER (V.O.)
I remember The first time I was in
battle, crippled with fear, like it
would never end. But the fear
faded quickly and turned to anger,
which turned to hatred, deep hatred
for my enemy. Killing my enemy was
like stepping on a roach, except
the roach meant more to me. To
survive, you had to learn not to
care. I didn‘t feel anything --
until one day...

FADE OUT.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 1

FADE IN:

EXT. MEDICAL, UNIT - WORLD WAR IT - DAY 2

Establishing shots of the Hospital unit and other pericd
Military TENTS, JEEPS, MARINES, etc.

INT. MEDICAL TENT - WORLD WAR II - EARLIER FLASHBACK 3

This a typical Military Medical Tent, several operating
tables, cots, DOCTORS, NURSES and other STAFF & MARINES are
there.

COMMANDER O'NEIL, 50's, head Naval Surgical DOCTOR, talks to
a WOUNDED MARINE, consoling him, a PRETTY NURSE by his side.

COMMANDER O'NETL
Don’'t worry, Private. You’re gonna
get out of here with all your body
parts.
(REFERRING TO HIS CROUCH)
Mister Happy will be just fine.

A group of AMERICAN MARINES enter the tent, carrying a
wounded JAPANESE SOLDIER inside. They put him on an
operating table. There are other wounded soldiers inside the
tent being tended to. SOUNDS of pain and agony. CAPTAIN
FISHER, late 30’'s, seasoned war veteran, scans the operating
room. CORPORAIL PALOMINO, 28, Medic for the unit, works on a
PATTENT.

COMMANDER O'NEIL
Corporal, wrap it up and get him
out of here!
(POINTING)
Move that other Marine on the
table. And, get that Prisoner off
that table and put him on a cot...

CORPCRAL PALCMINO
Doc, It’'s getting pretty backed-up
out there. I don’'t know where
we're going to put them all.

CAPTAIN FISHER
(INTERRUPTING)
Listen Doc, I need you to look at
this Jap. You need to keep him
alive.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:

The Doctor

COMMANDER O'NEIL
Put the pin back in the grenade and
come down off the ledge, Captain.
That’s what we do in here. We’'ll
do the best we can.

CAPTAIN FISHER
(ANGRY )
Lock, I don‘t give a shit what you
have to do to keep him alive --
just keep him alive or it’'s your
ass!!l!

stands his ground.

COMMANDER O'NEIL
Captain, let me remind you —-- you
are talking to a Superior Cfficer,
CAPTAIN!! American Marines have
priority here! I don’t know what’s
going on with you and this guy, nor
do I care. Why the hell do you
care i1f he lives or dies? The
Rising Sun doesn’t!!

ON THE JAPANESE PRISONER:

He’'s rolling over and moaning in agony, yelling and

screaming.
AS BEFORE:

The Doctor

walks away. The CAPTAIN, pissed-coff, walks over

to a Marine standing near by, PRIVATE DUNBAR, 20’s, new,

green.

CAPTAIN FISHER
Private, come here!

PRIVATE DUNBAR
Yes, Sirl

CAPTAIN FISHER
(POINTING TO PRISONER)
I want you watching him! If his
breathing even slows down, if he
farts, dies, anything, you come get
me —- got it!!

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: (2) 3

PRIVATE DUNBAR
Yes, Sir, come and get you, if he
farts or anything! Got it!!

The Captain looks at Dunbar a long beat and hands the
Japanese Soldiers’ sword to the Private. The Private takes
it, standing there, confused, unsure what to do with the
sword. The Captain Exits.

COMMANDER O'NEIL
(OFF THE PRISONER)
Palcmino!!

CORPORAL PALOCMINO
Yes, Doc.

COMMANDER O'NEIL
Give that prisoner some morphine
and quiet his ass downl!! TIt’'s toco
damn noisy in here.

COMMANDER O'NEIL sees PRIVATE DUNBAR standing there, calls
him over.

COMMANDER O'NEIL
Private!

PRIVATE DUNBAR
Yes, Sirl!

COMMANDER O'NETL
Quit playing with that sword and
make yourself useful. Help the
Corporal with that prisoner.

PRIVATE DUNBAR
Yes, Sirl!!

CORPCORAL PALOMINO
We’'re on it, Doc!

Without thinking, Dunbar tosses the sword to the side and
runs with the Corporal to help with the wounded.

INT. CAPTATN FISHER'S TENT - WORLD WAR IT - DAY 4
CAPTAIN FISHER sitting alone in the tent. Inside the tent,

personal belongings, a cot, trunk, etc. SERGEANT LAMBERT
enters.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:

SERGEANT LAMBERT
Hey, Fish.

The Captain stares off, pondering.

CAPTAIN FISHER

I wonder how the Yankees are doing?

The Sergeant sits.

SERGEANT LAMBERT
You a Yankee fan?

CAPTAIN FISHER
Ever since I was a kid.

SERGEANT LAMBERT
Fuck the Yankees! How’s Rita
Hayworth doing!?! That’'s what I
want to know.

Fisher comes out of it, smiles.

CAPTAIN FISHER
You’'re right, fuck the Yankees.
How’s Rita?

SERGEANT LAMBERT
Great tits.

CAPTATIN FISHER
Great tits.

SERGEANT LAMBERT
If we ever fucking get back to
Hawaii - maybe Rita will show up
with the USO.

The Captain stares off into space.

CAPTATN FISHER
I'm gonna die on this Island.

SERGEANT LAMBERT
You’'re not yourself, I can see
that. What’s going on?

CAPTAIN FISHER

Don‘t ask me how I know, but I
know.

"Know Your Enemy" - Revised
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CONTINUED: (2) 4

SERGEANT LAMBERT
Fish, as long as I'm alive, I won't
let you die in this shit hole.
There’s a couple of beers with our
names on them, waiting for us back

home.

CAPTATN FISHER
You know, sarg -- I wouldn’'t have
made it this far if it wasn’'t for
you.

SERGEANT LAMBERT
Don’'t worry, Cap, were both going
home one day, and I got the first
round.

The Captain reaches in his locker and tosses a whiskey bottle
to Lambert.

CAPTAIN FISHER
Why wait. Buy the boys a drink,
break ‘em in.

The Sergeant get’s up, holds the bottle up, smiles and walks
out of the tent.

INT. MEDICAL, TENT - WORLD WAR IT - LATER 5

The wounded JAPANESE SOLDIER wakes up to SOLDIERS bringing in
wounded from the battle. It’s chaotic, DOCTORS and STAFF
frantically working, trying to save lives. The wounded
Japanese soldier watches from his cot. He looks, sees his
sword leaning on one of the cots.

INT. SOLDIERS SLEEPING TENT - WORLD WAR IT - NIGHT 6

MURRAY, ASHE, SHELTON, Regular Marine Pfc’'s, and SERGEANT
LAMBERT, sitting around on their cots, drinking a bottle of
whiskey. This is a typical sleeping tent.

PRIVATE MURRAY
I can‘t wait to kill me some Japs.

PRIVATE ASHE
Murray, what do you know about
killing Japs, you just got here.

(CONTINUED)
"Know Your Enemy" - Revised Draft 10/9/2005



CONTINUED: 6

PRIVATE MURRAY
I grew up huntin’ squirrels. I know
how to aim this.

Murray holds up his rifle.

PRIVATE SHELTON
Do squirrels taste like chicken?

They all turn and stare at Shelton.

PRIVATE MURRAY
I said hunting squirrels, not
eating squirrels!

SERGEANT LAMBERT
That's real good, Murray -- but I
hate to tell you, there’s a lot of
dead Marines that could shoot
straighter than you.

PRIVATE MURRAY
Yeah, well, you haven’'t seen me
shooct. I don‘t miss. Scon as I
get ‘em in the cross-hairs —-- BAMI!!

SERGEANT LAMBERT
Let me tell you ladies something
vou all need to know about the
Japs. They're fierce fighters and
Surrender is not in their
vocabulary. They fight to the
death, so don’t expect to be taking

any prisoners. Pass me that
bottle, Murray, before yocu break a
nail.

INTERCUT:

INT. MEDICAL TENT - WORLD WAR ITI - AS BEFORE

The Japanese Soldier, stelth-like, gets up and moves toward
the sword.

INTERCUT:
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64

TA

INT. SLEEPING TENT - WORLD WAR IT - AS BEFORE

PRIVATE ASHE
Hey, Sergeant. I heard the Captain
took a Jap prisoner today? Is that
true?

SERGEANT LAMBERT
I think the Captain has other plans
for that Jap. He killed ten of our

guys.

PRIVATE SHELTON
What happened!?!

SERGEANT LAMBERT
We were advancing up this hill —-
basically getting the shit kicked
out of us...

PRIVATE SHELTON
How many of you were there?

SERGEANT LAMBERT

There were fifteen of us. By the
time we reached the top, there were
only five of us left.

(THEN)
So, we throw a grenade inside this
bunker and this fuckin’ Jap came
flying out, swinging a fuckin’
sword.

PRIVATE ASHE

A sword? What the fuck was he
gonna do with that?

INT. MEDICAL TENT - WORLD WAR ITI - AS BEFORE

INTERCUT:

6A

TA

The Japanese Soldier picks up the sword and sneaks up quietly

behind the DOCTORS operating on the wounded.

INTERCUT:
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6B

7B

INT. SLEEPING TENT - WORLD WAR IT - AS BEFORE 6B

SERGEANT LAMBERT

I don‘t know!! And I wasn’t about
to ask the little bastard.
(BEAT)

Soon as the grenade went off, this
Jap goes flying in the air, wavin’
that sword and lands on the ground.
We think he’s dead, I mean the guy
looks like swiss cheese. So I run
to the bunker to see if there were
any other Japs still alive and
that’s when I realized...

PRIVATE ASHE
Realized what??

SERGEANT LAMBERT
That little bastard was by himself.

PRIVATE MURRAY
I'd of shoved that sword up his
ass.

PRIVATE ASHE

Shut-up, Murray and let the
Sergeant finish the story.

INTERCUT:

INT. MEDICAL, TENT - WORLD WAR IT - AS BEFORE 7B

COMMANDER O'NEIL, Looking down at a patient, sticks out his
hand to ask for a tool.

COMMANDER O'NEIL
Scissors, please.

He sticks his hand out, BLCOD SPLASHES all over him from the
direction he stuck his hand out.

CORPCORAL PALOMINO
Doc, look outl!l!

The Doctor looks up in terror and sees the Japanese Soldier
about to kill him with the sword.

(CONTINUED)
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7B

6C

6D

8B

10.
CONTINUED: 7B

COMMANDER O'NEIL
What the fuck?!1?

INTERCUT:

INT. SLEEPING TENT - WORLD WAR II - AS BEFORE eC
Sergeant LAMBERT picks up his rifle.

SERGEANT LAMBERT
Suddenly this fucking Jap wakes up -
- the 1little fucker ain't dead!
So, I aim my rifle right between
his eyes...

FLASH BACK TO:

EXT. HILL TOP BATTLE - WORLD WAR II - DAY 8

SERGEANT LAMBERT standing over the wounded JAPANESE SCOLDIER
with his rifle pointed at him.

SERGEANT LAMBERT (V.O.)
I pull the trigger. Miss fire.

INTERCUT:

INT. SLEEPING TENT - WORLD WAR IT - AS BEFORE 6D

PRIVATE SHELTON
That lucky bastard!

SERGEANT LAMBERT
Oh, it gets better. The Captain
comes over and picks up the Jap’s
sword, raises it in the air, and
just as I think he’'s gonna do him
in -- the fucking Jap says
something, screaming.

FLASH BACK TO:

EXT. HILL TOP BATTLE - WORLD WAR II - AS BEFORE 8B

Captain Fisher standing over the wounded Japanese Soldier
holding up his sword. The Japanese Soldier screams at the
Captain, pounding on his chest, taunting him to kill him.

(CONTINUED)
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11.
8B CONTINUED: 8B

SERGEANT LAMBERT (V.O.)
And the Captain freezes in mid air.

INTERCUT:

6E INT. SLEEPING TENT - WORLD WAR IT - AS BEFORE 6E

PRIVATE MURRAY
What’d he say?

PRIVATE SHELTON
Yeah, what did he say?

SERGEANT LAMBERT
(SARCASTIC)
He said I love you! What the
fuck!! Do I look like I speak
Japanese!! How the fuck should T
know what he said.

PRIVATE MURRAY
Why didn’t he kill him?

SERGEANT LAMBERT
Because, he wanted to die.
(THEN)
Fuck him and his honor, bullshit!

PRIVATE MURRAY
Hey, sarg -- let me see ‘o0l Betsy.

Murray snatches up Lamberts rifle, he’s checking it out. The
CAPTAIN enters the tent. They are unaware he’s there.

PRIVATE ASHE
Hey, point that somewhere else!

As the words come out of his mouth, the rifle goes off. They
all duck for cover. The bullet hits the Captain in the chest
and he falls to the ground. They run to the Captain’s aid.
His shirt turns red with blood, he struggles to breathe.

PRIVATE MURRAY
It was an accident, it just went
offll

SERGEANT LAMBERT
Hurry, let’s get him to the medical
tent —— move!l!

(CONTINUED)
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6E

12.
CONTINUED: 6E

The MARINES quickly pick up the Captain and rush him out.

INT. MEDICAL TENT - WORLD WAR II - DAY 9

The group of MARINES run in to the medical tent carrying the
wounded Captain. They stop in their tracks by what they see.
All the DOCTORS and STAFF are lying dead around the room.

The JAPANESE SOLDIER is in the middle of the room, sitting
crossed legged, praying and chanting, doing a ritual. He
lets out a scream and slams the sword into his stomach. He’s
barely alive. He looks at the wounded Captain, their eyes
lock, they understand each other.

PRIVATE SHELTON
Oh, my God!

PRIVATE ASHE
What the fuck!?

SARGENT LAMBERT
Hurry, get the Captain on the
table!

The MARINES put the Captain on the table. The others go to
check the DOCTORS, to see if any are still alive. The other
two stay with the Captain.

PRIVATE SHELTON
They’'re all fucking dead!!

PRIVATE MURRAY
It was an accident!!

The MARINES rush back to the Captain’s side, on the surgery
table, trying to stop the bleeding.

SERGEANT LAMBERT
He’'s losin’ too much blocd!

Lambert rips open the Captain’s shirt.

PRIVATE ASHE
Go find another fucking Doctor!!

PRIVATE MURRAY
What other Doctors!?! There are
nonel!l

(CONTINUED)
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13.
CONTINUED: 9

PRIVATE ASHE
Go find somebody, anybody!!
PRIVATE MURRAY
It was an accident.
The Captain looks over at the JAPANESE SOLDIER as he takes
his last breath. Then he takes his...
SUPER: "I will never suffer the disgrace of being taken
alive.. I will offer up the courage of my soul and calmly
rejoice in living by the eternal principals."

The Senjin Kun, The Japanese Code of Battle.

FADE OUT.
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